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Keirio: HILTZiES IlIT RVZIr; AHD HUAC lE/Llili^GS ON KO KIHX KIAN (1966) 



I’/arren Comission Document 13hl $ PP* contains the FBi 

account i^iami police infom^nt^s advance imrnitig^ on No •.’ember 9^ 1963 

and. also Martin Luther King* 

of a plot to kill President Kennedy, /Ac cording to the informant, mm. a 

^Joseph Adams Hilteer^ *^3ug£ested one JACK B2Cf;M of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 

as the man ^cho could do the ;Job'^ CCD*13li7*119) • Puge 121 of this memo 

is still HithheXd, but CD 13U7*s index reveals the foXloulng names, in 

tho context of uhat is evidently the September 15, 1963 bombing of a ^ 

Birmingham Baptist Church, in nhich four girls ^lere killed (cf. Narold 

Weisberg, Frame - Up j p, U73): 

AS§6cMti0!i 6f South Carolina KXans 
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alaba^ma 
Bolen, A.O* ^ ' 

Hendriclcs, Jack 

Kennedy, Robert ^ 

IQlng, Martin Lut'ier 
Knights of Ku Klux Klan . 

*iinis, Bolton 
Ulmer, VlYl 

United K?,ans of Am:?rica, Inc* 

Made Hampton Hotel, Columbia, S*C» 

The 1966 HU Cfi Hearings into the Ku Klux Klania (Activities of Ku 

Klux KXans Organisations in the United States, 89 th Cong*, 2nd Sess*} 

thro^-: some light on these names, and suggest a conspirato^:ial ne:)ni5 
possible 

tiith/ii'nlcs not only to tho Bi.’mingham bombing but to the killings of 
John F, Kennedy, Lemuel ?enn,]Komdi Lincoln Hoclajcll and ab v^e all Martin 



Ijuthor King. Xt is perha|® relevant that investigations Tor th:.se 
hearings began January 1^ shortly after the Kennedy assa^sslnation^ 

i:ith an investigator seconded froca Arny CIC rather than the FBI (p* 1SU6). 
Jack Brov:n of Chattanooga is identified as leader of the Dixie 



Klans of Araerica^ he died a fetj days before the 

opening of the HJAGM Hearings in October I96^.(pp. The 

Dixie Klans, i-Jhich operated in Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia, 

vie re nominally part of the National Association of Klans headed by 

James R. Venable, along uith the Association of South Carolina Klans 

headed by A.O. Bolen and Cecil (Belton, Jr.) Minis (all three names in 
, , Cp- 39U3) 

suppressed CD 1347*121). HotJeeer Venable testified/that after Robert 

Shelton was expelled from the United Klans of Aj^ierica, Inc*, alias 

the Knights of the Su Klux Klan (CD. 13 1;? *121), he may have run the 
of the Brown brothers'* 

Dixie Klans/ which were also connected with J.B. Stoner of the National 
States Rights Party. Venable accused Shelton's Klans of involvement 
in the Lemuel Penn and Viola Liusao murders (p. 39U9), but may not have 
been disinterested. Apolice undercover operative testified uSpsE that the 
indicted killers of Lemuel Penn (John Howard Sims and Cecil %ers, p. 360ii) 
were members of ithan elite "degree team for Mr. Ven-ble" (p. 3338). In I?63 
Venable and Stoner were both involved in a series of Klan meetings 



(April 6-7, Biloxi; Hay 26 and August 3-l|, Dinkier Hotel, Atlanta; 

^enable »s home town of Stone Mountain, Afe*, Au^^st 31; Atlanta, November 30; 
p. 3660 - 61 ); these climaiced with the chextering of Venable ^s National Kqigh ts 
in November 1963^[^f' 



Cp.3693) 

f 2-od Venable's I^itional Klans 
V f- oi" Stoner’s ilSRP (p, 362U) 

Jack Bro™ had a contact in Ohio called Mrs* S Witte 

to a Klan disciple aboat siiitching allegiance 

who reported/after talking to Brotjn/that the "Dixie Knights" were 

"more nasculaine or more for violence than the KKKK ^nited Klatffi/ 

and they get a lot done" (p. 3ltOU)* Daniel Wagner, a member of 

(p. 3333) 

the Ohio Klan’s “Black Shirts" security guards/ wrote after being 

arrested at a I-Jay 1^65 Klan-NSTtP-Mauteman rally (pp, 36Ul, 36h7) 

that I'lrs, Witte had tried to recruit him as a sniper to kill i-lartin 

Luther King, According to his letter 

Hrs, Witte.*, told me tliat the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan had 
hired a gtainan for $25,000 to assassinate Martin lAither King, 

. Cp. 3U02) 

After this gunman baclced down, Wb^bihsi Mrs • Witte e&^rted engaged Wagner 
to shoot Martin Luther King at Antioch College in June 1965, hut then lirs, 
Witte backed down. 

Another of Mrs, Witte’s disciples in the Ohio Klan-l^RP was an 
ex-member of Eockaell’s American Waai Party called Richard Hanna, 

Hanna confirmed Mrs. VJitte's contacts with Brown's Dixie Knights 
(p,363U), and added that Mrs. V:itte once said, "Iwould have killed President 
Kennedy if I had a chance (do.). With respect to the conspiracy to 
kill Martin Luther King, he testified that two guns, an MP-hO sulxnachine 
gun and an M-1 Garand rifle, wero shipped into Cincinnati (p. 3635), 

Sgt, Dan Swartz, head of the Columbus, Ohio, police intelli :snce unit, 
testified further that Dan Wagner had dynamite in his car from Stone Mountain, 
Ga,, (Venable’s hone tOT:n^, p. 3365)* Swatz’s undercover agent with 
Mrs, Witte’s Klan, Eooby Stephens, attended a Klan rally at Stone Mountain 
under Venable (p. 3372), 



Tills r^iiblished testimony in i 960 nould appe^,]f to conJrimi tlia 
e.d.stence of a contract to kill I^Iartin Luther King for $2^^000 

i!hich Janes^Earl Ray's brother Gerry told Harold V.'eisberg aboat in 1968 

(Ueisberg, Frame-Up, pp. 310, 322), That an agent in t:;>is 196^ conspiracy 
was the Ohio organizer for Stoner's USRP strengthens the apparent case 
for a conflict-of-interest on the part of J.B. Stoner, who became James 
Earl Ray's attorney, was informed by the Raj^s of t!ie $2^,000 offer, 
and apparently suppressed iWamn testinoi^ to this effect (ibid,). It is 

also strililng that advance notice of a cnspi acy to kill King reached 

did 

the federal authorities from ’Jagner Just as/advanoe notice ffom Milteer 
of a conspiracy to kill Kennedy, msmi that both the miteer and the 
^^agner information involved Jack ^rown of the Dixie Klans under Venable and 
Stoner, and that apparently no federal punitive action was taken in either case 
The HUAC testimony would appear to strengthen Ray's case for a new trial. 

The Stoner-7enable-Brown nexus would appear to have links to other 
acts of violence. Charles Cagle, an NSRP member, was indicted by the 
Justice Department under Attorney-Gsne a 1 Robert Kennedy for the September I963 
bombing in Birmingham (HIT, Oc.tober 1, 1963j cf. Oct. 2, 9, 10). In I96I 
the HGRP Hatiom.1 Organiser was Roy Frankhouser/ who went on to be an 
organizer for the Minutemen of Robert de Pugh (an HSRP speaker in 1962) and 
of Rockwell's Nazi Party. i^pamgSiia In September 1961 Pi’anldiouser attended a 
iilan rally in Atlanta with Venable; he stayed wi(^i a George Bright who had been 
accused 01 uhe 19^8 bombing of an Atlanta Jewish temple (Atlanta Journal, 















Sei.tmtor S, 196 lj reprinted in HDAC, p. jjt;). ,vKetionin, fr« 

tmc inreetigatcr liannel, Venable denied tnobledge of tbo 1»8 Atlanta 
bombang, of having heard the nleWBoabe ^sto ner., or nheth.r 
toner had been involved in the 1963 Birmingham bombing.(pp, 3352-53), 

1 » Augnet 1963 Boy franhh.neer nae engaged on a Bazi "Hate Hihe» nith 
his friend John Patler (p. 3350 ), nhoee Amorioan fetioml Party nan praieed 
by stoner.3 BSBP (Oronp Beeearch). By 1965 Branhhoneer, etlll a Bati, had turned 
against Sootoell, iihom he called "vicious" and "dictatorUl" (p. 3352). 

r John Patler soula be com-icted of the assassination of Rocknellj tEoae 

o doubt tnat Patler Has the true assassin argue that the killers Here 
close to Patler. 

On October 21 , 1965, the day he named in the HOAG Hearings 

on A ia oeueral tialker (p! 3353). 

«o Heek, later hie geed frle»i Ban Burres ef the ..acl Party, „he,a ram. 

..as found in Oswald's m.tebook (16 H 57 ) "0<»mitt.d euiolde in Frankhouser 's 

apartment" (p. J 3 SW. Peter Beyes book en the asssinatien ef Bobert Ke™.edy 

Implioates west coest members 

memoers of uhe iIinutemen/zH which ?rankho6aer was 

Pennsylvania oo-erdinster (logaoy ef Doubt, pp. 197-206). m olroumstaucs 

as yet nno.-..olalned, a Sau Blego llimitemau was arrested la ceunectlen with that 
falling (^ ^ecial Unit Ssnrttor. p. 101). 

— ” »"■» bbe leamsters r A Bebert Gentry ef JacksenvUle (wheee atterney 
vas Stener) admitted te the m ,0 Cemmittee that he was 1„ Blrmit^ham e„ Septomtar 
W, W 63 Cp. 3069 ), bbe^^Wf^t^ bembiug la whicfSsHP waa allegedly implicated. 

n ry was one of three/deputy storiffs in St. Johns Ce. whose iCUvern met 
in the county Jallj allegedly .J.E. stoner...was a hidden member". Bk 
three men were tato i»lictad for rtolating the civil rights of Donald 
Godfrey, a black teamster in September 1963 anl later (p. 3672 ). One of fa 
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